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Meena is a l itt le girl who lives in a vil lage with her parents, her grandmother,

her brother Raju, and her baby sister, Rani. Mithu, the parrot, is her best friend'

'  In many ways, Meena is like any other little girl you know. She is friendly but is

not afraid to ask questions.

t 
Sh"re in Meena's adventures as she laughs, climbs trees, asks questions and

s o l v e s p r o b | e m s , a n d s h o w s y o u a l l t h e t h i n g s t h a t a I i t t | e g i r | c a n d o .

Script: Rachel Carnegie
Orginal concePt: Neil l  Mckee
Comic book adaptation: Deepa Balsavar and

DeeP Hari

Artistic development
and character designs: Ram Mohan
Research: Dr Mira Aghi and research

teams in  Bang ladesh,  Ind ia ,
NePal and Pakistan

Layout and design: Harsha Mehta
Kelvin LoPez
Sachin Satankar
Mil ind Kadam

Creative guidance and Nuzhat Shahzadi
project management: UNICEF - Rosa





On the way she saw the vi l lage shopkeeper. He was talking aloud to himself and dancing with
joy for having found a young bride for his son. "A young gir l  wil l  do al l  the housework and I
won't have to pay for it!" he laughed.



[ \4eena was 'rery upset when she discovered that i t  was Rita who was to be the young bride.
Ri ta  was oni , /  15 years o ld,  and she wanted to  cont inue her  s tud ies"  She d id not  want  to  marry
but  she d id rot  know howto te l l  hen parents.  Nleena s i iggested that they ask Gnandnnother for
he lo .













Suddenly, tht:y heard an L.infarni l iar voice. "What is the matter?" asked a handsome young
i ran.
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Meena and Raju u, lere overjcyeci and thanl l t r :c j  t l ie ' , roui1sjman" Arln i : l i t r l  i ; l r . l r , ;hi : l r
looked at her.
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Raju followed the stranger to find out who he was. He saw him being greeted joyously by the

shopkeeper. "Babu! My son, my son!" shouted the shopkeeper. "Welcome back! |  have some
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Just then, Grandmother had a wonderful idea. lt was decided that Babu and Rita would get

engaged and wait three years for the marriage. In the meantime, both of them would complete
their studies. The shopkeeper loved his son too much so he agreed to this as well.



Remember, girls below 18 are too young to marry.
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Other titles in this series
1. Count Your Chickens
2. Dividing the Mango
3. Will Meena Leave School?
4. Who's Afraid of the Bully?
5. Saving a Life
6. Meena's Three wishes
7. Say No to Dowry
B. Take Care of Girls
9. I Love School
10. lt 's Got to Be a Bov!
11. A Gir ls '  Story
12. Meena in the City

Also Available
* Meena Educational Package
* Video cassettes
* Radio Series

For details contact:
UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia
P.O. Box 5815, Lekhnath Marg
Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: 977-1-417082
Email: nshahzadi@unicef.org

rosa@unicef.org
www.unicef.org Copyright @ 2002
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